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International legislative framework 



Working definition:

New Psychoactive Substances are substances 
of abuse, either in a pure form or a preparation, 
that are not controlled by the international drug 
conventions, but which may pose a public health 
threat.

Caveats:

The term “new” does not necessarily refer to new inventions 
but to substances that have newly become available in 
specific markets.
39 substances have been placed under international control 
since 2015. For the purpose of this presentation, they are 
included in the data analysis. 

What are NPS?



Number of NPS annually reported, 2009-
2016
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Aminoindanes Other substances

Phencyclidine-type substances Phenethylamines

Piperazines Plant-based substances

Synthetic cannabinoids Synthetic cathinones

Tryptamines Grand Total

Source: UNODC Early 
Warning Advisory on NPS





NPS - From substitution to
expansion to diversification to ?

Source: UNODC, Understanding the synthetic drug market: the NPS factor. Global  SMART Update, vol. 19, March 2018.



Expectations: what is UNODC’s role?

CND Resolution 56/4 (2013)
Urges the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime to continue to 
develop the voluntary electronic portal of the international collaborative 
exercises, (…) to enable timely and comprehensive sharing of information 
on new psychoactive substances, including analytical methodologies, 
reference documents and mass spectra, as well as trend-analysis data, 
with a view to providing a global reference point and early warning 
advisory on new psychoactive substances (…).

CND Resolution 58/11 (2015)
Invites the World Health Organization, with the support of the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime and other relevant international and 
regional organizations, to prioritize the review of the most prevalent,
persistent and harmful new psychoactive substances



Early Warning Advisory: Clients and 
needs

Main clients
• International bodies and organisations (CND, 

WHO Expert Committee on Drug Dependence, 
INCB, …):
– Global reference point as a basis for 

discussion and decisions, NPS trends, maps, 
terminology, effects, and harms.

• National experts, policy and decision-makers:
– Trend-analysis data and legal approaches

• Laboratories:
– Spectra for NPS identification, methodologies 

for analysis and scientific names



UNODC Early Warning Advisory – Data sources
• International Collaborative Exercise (ICE) Programme with over 250 

forensic laboratories in over 80 countries 
• UNODC Annual Report Questionnaire and Individual Drug Seizure 

Database
• UNODC member states questionnaire on NPS 2012, 2014 and 2016 
• European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction (EMCDDA)
• Ad-hoc communication and threat assessments from individual member 

states (e.g. Canada, Japan, USA)
• International Narcotics Control Board (Project ION Incident 

Communication System, IONICS)
• World Customs Organization seizure data

 Close to 15,000 data points from over 110 
countries and territories worldwide





What does the Early Warning Advisory Offer?



Use filters to check 
which NPS emerged 
where and when!

Create an 
online map of 
NPS 
emergence 
based on 
your search 
criteria!

PDF summary 
report, excel list



Submit a NPS finding 
in your country with 
analytical information 
using the online form! 



Find more 
information on 
individual NPS





In most cases 
the original law 
is hyperlinked



EWA Newsletter (4-5 times 
per year) and news clips

Tweets



Highlighting specific issues: 
The Global SMART Updates (biannually)



Challenges for the 
UNODC Early Warning Advisory on NPS

• Early Warning at the global level has its own 
challenges

• Ensure a consistent flow of data on NPS from a wide 
range of sources (links to national and regional 
mechanisms)

• Between 2015 and 2017, 27 NPS and 2 NPS 
precursors were placed under international control, in 
March 2018, 12 more substances added: 
implementation gap between international decisions 
and national capabilities

• Respond to the demand of laboratories and law 
enforcement to improve their NPS detection and 
identification capability

• Capture more systematically information on harm 



Who can get access to the information in 
the UNODC Early Warning Advisory on 

NPS?

• Online database: for official use only (password 
protected)

• Newsletters, Global SMART Updates, news clips, 
tweets (@raithelhuber), other publications: general 
public
Sign up to be included in our distribution list 
(unodc-globalsmart@un.org)

mailto:unodc-globalsmart@un.org

